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How ‘liquid biopsies’ work

Different sections of a tumor have different genetic scripts. Taking a biopsy from the tumor itself will tell you only
about the DNAin one part of the tumor.
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Blood is drawn DNA tumor
Tumor cells die routinely just like other cells, Once a patient's blood sample istaken, ~ The DNAis then read searching
and when they do, they shed DNAintoa technicians isolate the DNA by for markers of cancer. These
person's bloodstream. This means the remaoving red blood cells, platelets and are areas of the genetic script
bloodstream will contain DNA from all over the plasma. Technicians get the DNA from inwhichcancer cells differ
tumor, not just ene section. the nuclei of white blood cells. markedly from normal cells.
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The Human Cell Atlas
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